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Yla|FaMm&sd  (Abstract). QemmGsmelgsar  SalusTrsded) ROWBIS®ET BIETHTS
aumsliu(BSS 2 eterensE 2 Ml DigliumLs Qaraiamssmends starug @)&sL (Henyuder
ChBT&sD @b, YW euansLILm ig 6 STreanllsamer Blamidl Sidleug @euyliafer AL bab
2Sngl. uaTeL S50 @Qasswud Csrambu srewd sWpsFips Howaws SHium Hlws
sOlpEFpsTWSS uPAUTHSCeTT(H euBaTLLTGUTH QSTLTLHDD SETELEILD SHTOSMmSUL|D
sremr Gouamgw Ggeneu 261g). LY euPLUL L @eueilersspearn uleln@Gs Holiudsmrbd
wsafleowns srours semwdng. Tl (Os0sTms, LsHLULTL(H, welGogsme, 2 amrurdlflumb
Qgraellwempd DLUIGUTET(HLD Famid HHSSHIEET, H6T WUIe| UHUAT FHIDETMDS ST ST
Slemar.  Cgrevsiunssear  GCgramlu  srosHCatu  prosumanpd  SODEFPSAPLD
auflur@sGarm(h Qariypmend Qsifldng.

This research article aims to decipher the underlying principles governing the four-fold classification of
temples as narrated by Ilangovadikal in the Tamil epic Cilapatikaram. The significance of this study lies
in deconstructing the specific socio-religious criteria used for this categorization. To objectively infer
the socio-cultural landscape of early Tamil society, it is essential to trace the timeline and mechanism
through which the Varna (social hierarchy) system became intertwined with indigenous cults and
worship practices.

Adopting a traditional descriptive and socio-historical methodology, this study utilizes Cilapatikaram as
its primary data source. The Sangam anthologies (Ettuthogai and Pattupattu), Manimekalai, ancient
lexicons (Nikandus), commentaries, archeological findings, and contemporary fieldwork serve as
secondary data. The analysis reveals that the integration of the four Varnas with Tamil religious spaces
was already underway during the period of the earliest Sangam anthologies. Ultimately, the study
concludes that Ilangovadikal's temple taxonomy is not merely architectural or sectarian, but rather a
profound reflection of the evolving social stratification in ancient Tamil Nadu.
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gl “em QummL @& Camuiled, B, p&rb, Camiib, uerefl erar Liew QUWIT eubBSF ¢ SarflumEL.
@seer uflwmub eremui.” erandlmmi (Silappathikaaram-pslil) | WD Qepanrus seellsEspsnd TAMIL
VIRTUAL ACADEMY). &{iqWITT&E, BT BI6n@ elend ewnismeru]d Gsmuile erand smmp (1.370);

S|(HLOUS o GNISMT Blungemnss Camullé erandlmmi (L.356-
https://ia600203.us.archive.org/9/items/TamiLSilappadhikaramUVeSal920/Book-Tamil-Silappadhi karam-

U-Ve-Sa-1920.pdf) <y ullern Camuiler CeudlwCrm(®n Qami o meugib; CamlL e samenins@hb; Sipenn
auflumiger Gurg =g Camuied eram’ Cusl LBeugib; Bsm & QeneCrmp CFTLTL 2 neugb;
Bungdneh euamilsmsgh Qe ulorer Csriiyb @gsmmbn  sErGLmD. @S  eumenTL
ur@uUT_GLrp @6 Yeowmbser Garam Cgm i QeafllienL .
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auflur(® peperwwbd, Hpaudlss Fopssamgun, Bnelu @Lsomgubd igqCurHdl <,ownbiser
Caumpul L Quwrgefléy eupridlar. opss@s Cgmbgworar BHlosHed) MLHS WOWLD ‘BEHT  cTemm)
SempssiiulLg. ‘Camuiey eremug Goug QmdliiiLig Supern eufur® Hlaspbs G@LworEb. euemilsT
BlBSs @Lewd Bl WEGb. BEG Wanlillg audurGb sLeyer whisosSarCurg Codralls
TSy Celioug o ar®. CarlLmsdr sl (Hwreand @eoors LSLhsamss &HaTd, <UDHDHSM],
@endEey, Fhsl, FHIESD, werpd, urdufer, Ceudlwn( serer, edlpTelwT @LBISET 6THIGLD @)(HBHSe.
2BE losstar Cuansaaml @ mdl  @Qmbsart. CarlLgdad Geuerells smpdl HlapbCurg =ig)
Camuldled eraminil L g eumentl un@GuUT®h Csmens @esdlwib Camamhu LTl g Slp&SHS euflum’(h
(PDDSHETL STEIETHLIEHOMIL AUl Ua&SHET Clwililbsdemmet.
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Qs smiwnkiser — wpeurd Ly
Double Epics — Re Reading

<. gbdyen | A. Chandiranl™=

Lo geQiCupmdl A, s (pgiseme LHMHID Splie S, SNUCBEEES sharf (SeararT &), HwausgnT, HELUUSHIT wreul L ib.
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Qe FamSGs  (Abstract). Casmeueen - sanandluler samgew @ earhCsmelgHanar
g Essmed gngsamt Csl (s Caramimt eeamn Geidawubd  gHGUTD
@ariCsameulgsafler CeuarHCamatianig GCareuamer samandl wanneydH@Gl WnsTer wrgesl
wafllCosmauler smgmwus ESsamad srssamm o (pHusrsa|bd MHCHTD.  @eueurn)
Cameueen — savrandl, wrgedl — warllGoame @euTseargl (PPS5mS ES5FMOE FTSSETIT,
@ermaCsmeugser < pdlwu G\meurTed GareeliLl(Harerg. @.g @UDL(HEs, samguded
@ bCupmieTer wm_ewennCumer LHMD saramduier Complurer Coeupbdl ererm @)
SFTUTSHTRIGEHD Geuiserg smsamws Garear Qam@  (heuafllib Cerdesrss samsudd
@ L bEAUDmIETeTE SeuaN&EE55565. QeUTHEHEE ADSSHIS G6MDE GHDeUaeT &evreanrdudlen
Qndssre  Hlapeser Soeuhen SdBseUTHETTE  @QBHSTISET  eTerm  (GDILLD
SooviudlsmsHer QL bAupmeTerg.

Yamr Bafld Garimdl, wger, eesd orar AOS55HSS BsTHE CsdeeugTs 2 6rer
Heblien sense aUPSSHLOTS BID LSTT paifld Qmhgl eundléas <, rbiAiGumb. e,
SISDG LIPS UTHSM STensuilled @mbgl sTUEWLSMmE uTdlss Couem(b. ULy uTdss
HAW s@msgsamers Gup wiqub. srhlusas erpdHwuCsr@h sriGusher prudurdu
usdails Aslieunrer samardews srilusdear QnHs srepswimear b STanguden
Crfled ghfliugnes srilugder @f ShsLTS|D QMBS QeThCaTalyseT Fammb fo
Qelflsener  warsHobaran®  Brd  HAeoludsmrsasyd  wewtCogsameaenwiu|b
BereurdfliLgEE o uESgHbLEumg o yHu smSHEsmar QUD APIGLD. SHSSOEHWL
@@ wpwnsleaw GCopsrareuCs @ss (Hevuller CrT&sLMEGLD.

The narrative structure of the twin Tamil epics, Cilapatikaram and Manimekalai, is intrinsically
linked to the reciprocal creative dialogue between their authors, Ilangovadikal and Sitalai
Chatanar. Historically, literary tradition dictates reading Cilapatikaram chronologically from its
inception in Puhar Kandam. Deviating from this conventional praxis, this research introduces an
innovative 're-reading’ methodology by decoding the epic in reverse order, starting from its final
chapter, Varantharu Kathai.

The significance of this structural shift lies in the unique dual identity of Ilangovadikal, who
transitions from an external omniscient author to an active internal character (an intradiegetic
narrator) who encounters the deified heroine, Kannagi, in Varantharu Kathai. By analyzing how
sub-narratives from characters like Madalamarayon, Devanti, and the Kunrak Kuravas converge
in the finale, this paper argues that a retrospective reading uncovers hitherto unnoticed socio-
literary nuances. Ultimately, this study establishes a novel hermeneutic framework to critically
evaluate the narrative complexities and textual layers of the twin epics.

SpeFderpsdr (Keywords): SHeolinlamybd, werflCoseme, @rlenld srlilunisdr,
Cameueert, &evramral
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Caren CamiE L (heuar enaeueTd sranrd ClaamnCUTg GeTm&@GTeUTs6r Samanrdl eremm LisSans Cslieud
umPld Djeuet e santeuemer Cameueail e euTasd GFammg (FeowbLy.25:55-60) upduyd sam
Smzs Cal(hg Cem@l (helar pFeflbd e dprer. saranduien eugorhean Aeugil er Cgerm
Esgamed sngsermt eulll SMEmer. greugl, Careucmer semeand LIsed wWaflGuoamauier samseamwd
QemigLlHeusr, @armCsmalgsar 2 drafllLeuisallLb f&smas sTsgamT saneugsrss HoliudarysHe
(SlewibLy.25:66-80) Gamevevl il (Hereng). semeantdluerm eugoornenmé Cal L Carem Glgmn @l (heusm LSS el
Qgwieinrer sarandls@s Casraler sl @ermGsregser Ggueugdler augomhenms sTUGWLTS
QU SSTT. @leueurn seamanrdlulien eurern HL&EGS GaEGneT E&5mad Fnsgearmt @)arhCsmelly &ar
ereirm epeml pUEef e epeoons M Apsd gl saramduder eurrhanns sadu E&5mad FTESaTTT
Cameuaven rseils @, aermsl nbhs weantlGasamauler aumpsans eurommann @ armGCasrelysar GCal(hsé
Qarar_snE Genmis, LUmgeT ererm Gsldawub prbd Soliudlsmrsse @) mbsg HMECHTD.

2igmeug), Cameueen - semandlulien samsamw G)ethGsmealgsamer er(pgibnn F&smead sngsai Cal(Hs
Qarawrnmt eremm GFuSuybd <gCumed @earmGsragsatear CouarhCamefleamiy. Cameuaen geamenTd
wepe sE@L UpsTear (samgew) Cameumer Iselsa@ waamsl UApHs waflCsmeauis samgamwd
ESsamad TSI eT(PH WSS BID SHAMDECHTD. s -HTeug), @)(H HSSHEHLD aTmiL 6 epeim L9 eref]Ls
Yenembseneu. epadlen Ggm_r&slGw whbpremm. @g unMlg deoliudsmrsder @mnluie mrod sL(heny
eremm LGS udled @ L b@UDHmETET,

“anflCgame Cgiey Gummar wpHolw
Saooviuglamybd pomib” (Heby. Brm.&.17,18)

cratn @GOILIY epeolons @eng DL (pigdlngl. e Heom (Hm.elsHeurer Gleu.g. aLlibgoewtlwer
S Femilum — ug. 65-69) @eng LHILILGID 2 ar(.

Geueurn Cameuaan — seawrandl, g6l — warlGEme QeuTsaTg (P(PS SMSMWF ESSMOF FTSSETT,
@ermCarellgs6ar dlw @meurmed GEmeliLl (HeTergl. @&l @HUDWI(HES, samsuie @)L bGlummerer
wreweanCurer O sararduier Complurear GCseubdl erarm Q@ SSTUTSSTEISEHD G)eUTsaTg)
sangeowd Carpenr OQem@l(heuallb Gambeugnss smsuier @LDLOUDMETTE  SeUaNESSSHHI.
@eUT&EREE AMSFH GTDS GDeuTser sanandluier QnHaste Blape ser Hoeunan AMbseuTserTs
@ mbsmTgEeT eremm GNILLWD Heoliuglammsse @)L bCummETeTg).

ﬁgg;@s)a)éc srggenmt, @ermGasrealgsear, wriowapCure, Cseubdl, @GaTNs @GDEUTHET 6Temm LT
GCareuwer smg @GNss ANBHBHSTRD ESsmas FTSS@MT SemellD@ HDeUTEET Db (1SS
aurlidevenay eremmig) Ben@ GFMEmg. Sty Qmés, @arhCaiTellysar QEEma el 6T (LpSu|eTerenio
@QBIEGS seualss CeuemTiy |eTerg).

Cogibd, ysrm baifle Qarmdl, wgenr, aierd oaar AQSS5HS5S Bamhg Cabeeugts o erer Heblen
HMS QUPEHOTE BID LSTT BaHMed @ (mhg eumdléss <, rblalGumb. oLemmed, SHE LImTs eurbhs(h
srensWie @mbg sTUNLSms eurdles Gouam(Hb. Uy aurdlas S smegisamar Cumplgub.
stUwsms er(pHwCsr®H srilwusder prudwundwu usHealls CQslicuwrer seamardanwd riidlwugder
@migls srenswrer eurhsm sTeansuiey CoMled shIlLFTS sTUGLSS T @ ARSLISHED QHHI
@ermCaragsdar  sgmmbd  feo  Cdeldsamer  weargHer Qs  prd  Aeoludsrrsasub
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Saoliuglsmsans wneurdiiyg g CeuerigujeTarg|.
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Literature serves as a vital historical document that records the lived experiences of diverse
communities. This research paper aims to critically examine the ethnographic elements of the

Bharathavar (coastal/fishing) community as depicted in Raj Gauthaman's seminal novel
Alaiwaikarai. The study systematically classifies and analyzes the cultural data embedded in
the narrative, focusing on the community's geographical landscape, historical timeline,
inherited cultural transformations, and contemporary socio-economic challenges.

Methodologically, this paper employs a multidisciplinary framework integrating analytical,
descriptive, sociological, historical, and ethnographic approaches. While fictional narratives
like novels are products of creative imagination, they are intrinsically rooted in human reality.
This article marks the first dedicated ethnographic study on the Bharathavar community within
the context of this specific novel. Ultimately, the study concludes by illuminating how
traditional coastal lifestyles adapt or fragment under modern societal shifts, thereby offering

valuable socio-historical insights to contemporary society.
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