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Abstract

The story of Manimegalai, who was born as the daughter of Govalan Madhavi, is told in two Epics,
Silapathikaram Manimegalai. However, there are many inconsistencies between the two Epics in the
references to Manimegalai. They can be understood very clearly in reading. This article examines these
contradictions in references to Manimegali, their causes and the politics behind them.

The references to Manimegalai in Silapathikaram in the background of Madalakarayon and Devanthi are
contradicted by Chitrapathi, Udayakumaran's friend Etty and the narrator's statement (state of mind)
about Manimegalai in Manimegalai. By comparing all these contradictions, we can get new ideas about
Manimegalai.

This aims to discuss the perceptions about Manimegalai (background of Kanikai daughter) through social
status, background knowledge of Manimegalai, background of Manimegalai becoming a saint (expecta-
tions and resistances) In that way, the background of Manimegalai asceticism as Kannagi’s daughter
ascetic X Kanigai’s ascetic asceticism collides with each other and finally stands as Kovalan’s daughter
ascetic.

Manimegalai’s journey in the epic continues with Manimegalai telling Sudhamathi that she is the daughter
of Kannagi at the beginning of the epic, gradually rising due to revelations of her activities and culminating
in the social status of Govalan's daughter as a saint. That is, these references can be seen as an expres-
sion of social common sense about birth-based merit.

Keywords

Chilapathikaram, Manimegalai, social status, satanic mentality, Buddhism, Manimegalai asceti-
cism, feminism.
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